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As former Vice Chair of the Board of Governors, former General Counsel and current 
Chair of the Policy Committee and of the Insurance Forum of the American Chamber 
of Commerce – People’s Republic of China (AmCham), Les Ross is a longstanding 
leader of the American business and legal communities in China and in frequent 
contact with government officials and other stakeholders.   

Mr. Ross concentrates his practice on mergers and acquisitions and regulatory matters 
and has experience in a broad range of industries.  He has represented both foreign 
and local companies and has particular experience advising foreign companies on 
competition law and regulatory compliance in China. 

Practice 

Mr. Ross represents foreign companies in their strategic expansion in China through 
direct investments and mergers and acquisitions in industries ranging alphabetically 
from agriculture to water services. He also has extensive experience representing 
foreign banks and corporations, including Chinese entities, in their strategic expansion 
in the United States, particularly focusing on M&A and regulatory clearances and 
compliance.  He has also represented clients in trade, dispute resolution and regulatory 
matters in China. 

Publications 

Mr. Ross is the author of Environmental Policy in China (Indiana University Press 
1988) and co-author of Environmental Law and Policy in the People's Republic of 
China (Greenwood Press 1987). He has contributed chapters to Business Law in 
China (ICC 2009); The Limits of the Rule of Law in China (University of Washington 
Press 2000), Managing the Chinese Environment (Oxford University Press 2000), 
China Joins the World: Progress and Prospects (Council on Foreign Relations Press 
1999), Taiwan and International Trade and Investment (Oxford University Press 
1994), Doing Business in China (Juris Publishing binder), Government Policies and 
the Misuses of Forest Resources (Cambridge University Press 1988), Policy 
Implementation in China (University of California Press 1987) and other books on 
Chinese law and business. He has written articles in such periodicals as The China 
Quarterly, University of British Columbia Law Review, Antitrust, China Law & 
Practice, International Financial Law Review, International Trade Law and 
Regulation, International Tax & Business Lawyer, Intellectual Property & 
Technology Law Journal, East Asian Executive Reports, Environment and 
Comparative Political Studies. 
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Honors & Awards 

 Recognized in Chambers Asia Pacific annually since 2009 for the practice of 
Corporate/M&A: China-based (International Firms)  

 Listed as a leader in China for the practice of Corporate/M&A annually since 
2008 in Chambers Global: The World's Leading Lawyers 

 Selected as one of Asia's top business lawyers in each edition of AsiaLaw 
Leading Lawyers since 2004. He is recognized in a variety of areas including 
capital markets, mergers and acquisitions and project finance.  

 Recognized by his peers as one of the world's leading emerging markets 
practitioners for his work in environmental law in Legal Media Group's The 
Best of the Best 

Professional Activities 

Mr. Ross is former Vice Chair of the Board of Governors and former General Counsel 
of the American Chamber of Commerce – People's Republic of China, where he 
continues to serve as Chair of the Policy Committee and Chair of the Insurance 
Forum, and former Chair of the Board of Advisors of the International Montessori 
School of Beijing. 

Fluent in Mandarin, Mr. Ross has been a visiting scholar at the Chinese Research 
Academy of Environmental Sciences in Beijing and studied Chinese at Taiwan 
National University. He has conducted field work in China under the sponsorship of 
the Committee on Scholarly Communication with China of the National Academy of 
Sciences. 

 

http://www.wilmerhale.com/pages/publicationsandnewsdetail.aspx?NewsPubId=10737420554

	Lester Ross
	Honors & Awards
	Professional Activities

	Practice Area

